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other location, unless justified by spe-
cial circumstances that are reasonably
related to your transfer.

§ 302–5.10 May my immediate family
and I occupy temporary quarters at
different locations?

Yes. For example, if you must vacate
your home at the old official station
and report to the new official station
and your family remains behind until
the end of the school year, you may
need to occupy temporary quarters at
the new official station while your
family occupies temporary quarters at
the old official station.

§ 302–5.11 What methods may my agen-
cy use to reimburse me for TQSE?

Your agency will reimburse you for
TQSE under the actual expense method
unless it permits the ‘‘fixed amount’’
reimbursement method as an alter-
native. If your agency makes both
methods available to you, you may se-
lect the one you prefer.

§ 302–5.12 Must I document my TQSE
to receive reimbursement?

For fixed amount TQSE reimburse-
ment, you do not document your
TQSE. For actual TQSE reimburse-
ment, you must document your TQSE
by itemizing each expense and pro-
viding receipts as required by FTR
§301–11.3(c) of this subtitle.

§ 302–5.13 How soon may I/we begin
occupying temporary quarters at
Government expense?

As soon as your agency has author-
ized you to receive a TQSE allowance
and you have signed a service agree-
ment.

§ 302–5.14 How is my TQSE allowance
affected if my temporary quarters
become my permanent residence
quarters?

If your temporary quarters become
your permanent residence quarters,
you may receive a TQSE allowance
only if you show in a manner satisfac-
tory to your agency that you initially
intended to occupy the quarters tempo-
rarily.

§ 302–5.15 May I receive an advance of
funds for TQSE?

Yes. If authorized in accordance with
§ 302–1.14(a) of this chapter, your agen-
cy may advance the amount of funds
necessary to cover your estimated
TQSE expenses for up to 30 days. Your
agency subsequently may advance ad-
ditional funds for periods up to 30 days.

§ 302–5.16 May I receive a TQSE allow-
ance if I am receiving another sub-
sistence expenses allowance?

No, with one exception. You may re-
ceive a cost-of-living allowance pay-
able under 5 U.S.C. 5941 in addition to
a TQSE allowance.

§ 302–5.17 Am I eligible for a TQSE al-
lowance if I transfer to a foreign
area?

No. You may not receive a TQSE al-
lowance under this part when you
transfer to an area outside the United
States. However, you may qualify for a
comparable allowance under the Stand-
ardized Regulations (Government Ci-
vilians, Foreign Areas) prescribed by
the State Department.

[FTR Amdt. 59, 62 FR 13756, Mar. 21, 1997, as
amended by FTR Amdt. 84, 64 FR 29163, May
28, 1999]

§ 302–5.18 May I be reimbursed for
local transportation expenses in-
curred while I am occupying tem-
porary quarters?

Generally not. Local transportation
expenses are not TQSE, and there is no
authority to pay them as such. You
may, however, be reimbursed under
part 301–2 of this subtitle for necessary
transportation expenses if you perform
local official business travel while you
are occupying temporary quarters.

Subpart B—Actual TQSE Method of
Reimbursement

NOTE TO SUBPART B: Use of the pronouns
‘‘I’’ and ‘‘you’’ throughout this subpart re-
fers to the employee.

§ 302–5.100 What am I paid under the
actual TQSE reimbursement meth-
od?

Your agency will pay your actual
TQSE incurred, provided the expenses
are reasonable and do not exceed the
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maximum allowable amount. The
‘‘maximum allowable amount’’ is the
‘‘maximum daily amount’’ multiplied
by the number of days you actually
incur TQSE not to exceed the number
of days authorized, taking into account
that the rates change after 30 days in

temporary quarters. The ‘‘maximum
daily amount’’ is determined by adding
the rates in the following table for you
and each member of your immediate
family authorized to occupy temporary
quarters:

For

The ‘‘maximum daily amount’’ of TQSE under the actual expense method that

You and/or your unaccom-
panied spouse* may receive

is

Your accompanied spouse or
a member of your immediate
family who is age 12 or older

may receive is

A member of your immediate
family who is under age 12

may receive is

The first 30 days of temporary
quarters.

The applicable per diem rate .75 times the applicable per
diem rate.

.5 times the applicable per
diem rate.

Any additional days of tem-
porary quarters.

.75 times the applicable per
diem rate.

.5 times the applicable per
diem rate.

.4 times the applicable per
diem rate.

(That is, when the spouse necessarily occupies temporary quarters in lieu of the employee or in a location separate from the
employee.)

§ 302–5.101 May my agency reduce my
TQSE allowance below the ‘‘max-
imum allowable amount’’?

Yes. If the estimated daily amount of
your TQSE is determined in advance to
be lower than the maximum daily
amount, your agency may reduce the

maximum allowable amount to your
expected expenses.

§ 302–5.102 What is the ‘‘applicable per
diem rate’’ under the actual TQSE
reimbursement method?

The ‘‘applicable per diem rate’’ under
the actual TQSE reimbursement meth-
od is as follows:

For temporary quarters located in The applicable per diem rate is

The continental United States (CONUS) ....................................................................................... The standard CONUS rate.
Alaska, Hawaii, the United States territories or possessions, the Commonwealths of Puerto

Rico or the Northern Mariana Islands, or the former Canal Zone area (i.e., areas and instal-
lations in the Republic of Panama made available to the United States pursuant to the Pan-
ama Canal Treaty of 1977 and related agreements (as described in section 3(a) of the Pan-
ama Canal Act of 1979)).

The locality rate established by
the Secretary of Defense or
the Secretary of State under
§ 301–7.3 of this subtitle.

§ 302–5.103 What is the latest the pe-
riod for which I claim actual TQSE
reimbursement may begin?

The period must begin before the
maximum time for beginning allowable
travel and transportation under § 302–
1.6 of this chapter expires.

§ 302–5.104 How long may I be author-
ized to claim actual TQSE reim-
bursement?

Your agency may authorize you to
claim actual TQSE in 30-day incre-
ments, not to exceed 60 consecutive
days. However, if your agency deter-
mines that there is a compelling reason
for you to continue occupying tem-
porary quarters after 60 consecutive
days, it may authorize an extension of
up to 60 additional consecutive days.
Under no circumstances may you be

authorized to claim actual TQSE reim-
bursement for more than a total of 120
consecutive days.

§ 302–5.105 What is a ‘‘compelling rea-
son’’ warranting extension of my
authorized period for claiming ac-
tual TQSE reimbursement?

A ‘‘compelling reason’’ is an event
that is beyond your control and is ac-
ceptable to your agency. Examples in-
clude, but are not limited to:

(a) Delivery of your household goods
to your new residence is delayed due to
strikes, customs clearance, hazardous
weather, fires, floods or other acts of
God, or similar events.

(b) You cannot occupy your new per-
manent residence because of unantici-
pated problems (e.g., delay in settle-
ment on the new residence, or short-
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